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Children in Wales Cross-Party Group on Children 

Tuesday 17 January 2017 

Seminar Rooms 1 & 2, Pierhead 

12.30 – 1.30pm 

Guest Speakers 

Sally Holland – Children’s Commissioner for Wales 
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Dylwyn Young-Jones, NAfW 
Joe Champion, NAfW 
Kelly Harris, NAfW 
Hywel Dafydd, Children’s Commissioner for Wales Office 
Abbie Morgan O’Sullivan, Cardiff and Vale Citizens Advice 
Adele Gilmour, Touch Trust 
Bernadette Byrne, GAVO 
Candice Ringer, Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Carl Watkins, Newport County Council 
Carol Davies, BASW Cymru 
Carys Lovering, Dynamix 
Charlotte Wooders, The Fostering Network 
Charlie Cable, SOVA 
Debbie Donaldson, Cardiff and the Vale NHS Trust 
Diane Daniel, Trustee for Tros Gynnal Plant  
Jane M Maine, Flying Start 
Eleri Griffiths, Mudiad Meithrin 
Elizabeth Williams, Voice 
Fiona O’Sullivan, Spire Hospital Cardiff 
George Jones, Cardiff Council 
Irene Davies, IFST Student 
Jemma Wray, BBC Children in Need 
Jill Williams, Volunteering Matters 
Jeannette Carr, Afasic Cymru 
Joanne Mulcahy, Prison Advice 
Lee Evans, Tros Gynnal Plant 
Lucie Bush, IFST 
Lynne Milne, Newport City Council 
Marco Gil-Cervantes, ProMo Cymru 
Martin Mahoney, RCADC 
Melanie Williams, Cardiff and Vale University Health Board 
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Natalie McDonald, University of Wales Trinity St David 
Nesta Lloyd-Jones, Welsh NHS Confederation 
Nikki Bacon, IFST 
Pippa Clarke, Cardiff and Vale University Health Board 
Rebecca White, IICSA 
Richard Davies, Aberystwyth University 
Sara Moran, Diabetes UK 
Sharon Hughes, Hafan Cymru 
Sian Erickson, IFST 
Simon Antrobus, BBC Children in Need 
Stephanie Hoffman, ProMo Cymru 
Vivienne Laing, NSPCC 
Zein Pereira, Afasic Cymu 
 
Children in Wales                                                                                                                                               
Catriona Williams OBE, Children in Wales 
Sean O’Neill, Children in Wales 
Hannah Sharp, Children in Wales 
 

Apologies 
Simon Thomas AM, NAfW 
Carolyn Harris MP 
Chris Elmore MP 
Judy Hutchings, Bangor University 
Julie Doughty, Cardiff University 
Rachel Allen, Gwent Police 
Rosalyn Evans, Hafan Cymru 

 
Julie Morgan AM began by welcoming the group and introducing Sally Holland the Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales. 

Sally Holland, discussed her latest annual report and fed back progress made towards the 
recommendations outlined in her annual report. 

She began by discussing the recommendations from the Concluding Observations of the United 
Nations Committee for the Rights of the Child.  In 2016 the youngest ever group of Welsh children 
visited Brussels to report to the United Nations (UN). The Welsh Government has already made 
progress on the Concluding Observations that came from the UN, however, there is still work to be 
done. 

Action points from the UN’s Concluding Observations, the Children’s Commissioner has 
commented on or is calling for: 

 Welsh Government to respond to the recommendation for a Programme for Children - Sally 
will ensure this is chased up.  

 Following reforms to education and health, these sectors must work with teacher training 
to promote well-being in schools. 

 A rapid introduction of the Additional Learning Needs Bill – responses will be submitted 
over the next month. 
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 Stronger statutory guidance around home education, in addition to the non-statutory 
guidance published by the Welsh Government. 
 

 There has been good progress in the quality and number of people adopting children in 
Wales.  

 Previously, Welsh Government hasn’t seen the need for a separate child poverty plan. 
There is an opportunity to work a child poverty plan into the Programme for Children.  

o The Children’s Commissioner welcomed Welsh Government’s commitment to 
removing the defence of common assault/reasonable chastisement to children. 

o Travel measures guidance is applied inconsistently across local authorities in Wales, 
this is leaving children vulnerable, particularly in rural areas where children are 
walking through country lanes to get to and from school. 

 Children and young people are calling for greater participation and involvement in the 
education system and educational rights. Children and young people want learning about 
their rights to be part of the curriculum. Introducing rights into the curriculum would make 
Wales a pioneer in this area. 

 Development of a Youth Parliament. 

 

The Children’s Commissioner’s current work is focused on children and young people’s priority 
areas: 

 Bullying: Thousands of children and young people have been consulted on their views on 
bullying – specifically what they feel does and doesn’t work in school. 

 Support for care leavers: Transition to adulthood is a real concern for care leavers. The 
Children’s Commissioner’s office is running a three year transition programme to help 
address this. The new initiative will be launched in March focusing on the first year following 
leaving care, with the aim of improving access to housing, employment and well-being. 

 Children’s rights in public bodies: Sally Holland and Sophie Howe, Future Generations 
Commissioner for Wales, will work with public bodies, such as local authorities, police and 
the arts, to better understand the need for children’s rights to be embedded in services and 
how this can be achieved.  

By the end of 2019, the Children’s Commissioner hopes to see significant progress by the Welsh 
Government and public services towards delivering the following improvements for children: 

 Better access to mental health and well-being services for children and young people in a 
timely manner. 

 Children’s contemporary experiences of bullying to be better understood, prevented better 
and tackled effectively. 

 Better access to play, culture and leisure activities – work will begin on this in April 2017 – 
particularly for children and young people who are most likely to miss out on these 
experiences, including those who have a disability or are living in poverty. 

 Better transition services for young people leaving care, with a focus on safe and secure 
housing options and an active offer of work, education or training. 

 Better transitions to adult services for all young people who require continuing health and 
social support.  

 Children to receive the same legal protection from physical assault as adults. 

 Children and young people to be better involved in public services, including the work of the 
Children’s Commissioner. 
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Julie Morgan AM thanked Sally and opened the floor to discussions.  

Discussion session: 

Question from Sian Erickson, IFST: Will you be undertaking direct work with bullies as well as those 
who are bullied? 

Response:  

 Almost undoubtedly.  

 Some schools already work with all their pupils around bullying.  

 Surveys show that high proportions of children and young people bully others as well as 
being bullied.  

 Children and young people need the opportunity to talk about their experiences and about 
being a bystander.  

 Bullying encompasses a large spectrum of behaviours, from unkind to illegal (eg assault). 

 Children and young people often ask if bullies have rights – although not all children think 
they should. 

 Healthy relationships education is important to teach respect.   

Question: How much bullying work is going on in early years schools? 

Response: KIVA works in some schools alongside other programmes. Wider healthy relationships 
education is important.  

Question from Vivienne Laing, NSPCC: I’m pleased to see the vision for 2019 includes timely access 
to mental health support for children and young people. A third of all contact to Childline revolves 
around mental health and there has been a rise in suicides. Are you satisfied with the progress and 
that the outcomes can be achieved?    

Response:  

 T4CYP programme started at the clinical end, but this issue shouldn’t just be tackled within 
the NHS – looking for the right staff to take this forward.  

 Health Boards have reported that they expect to meet new stringent referral and appointment 
targets for non-urgent cases. Hopefully, this will prevent children and young people waiting 
up to three years for an initial assessment. Well-being and mental health needs to be tackled 
earlier to get over this hurdle. 

 Child and Adolescent Health Services (CAMHS) is required for a small number of children and 
young people but is not best placed to help in the early stages, e.g. the onset of depression.  

 Education workers need to be skilled up around well-being and mental health – they are best 
placed to help children and young people. 

 There’s still a long way to go and this is an enormous and complex priority which requires 
investment and partnership working.  

Question from Joanne Mulcahy, Prison Advice: It is encouraging to hear that well-being for 
children and young people is a priority. For preventative work to happen, local authorities should 
be encouraged to work together and effectively across boundaries.  

Response: Regional boards should be working in collaboration.  
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Question from Sean O’Neill, Children in Wales: The Wales Bill has clear potential for additional 
powers to lower the voting age to 16/17, and I hope Wales becomes the first country across the UK 
to allow this. Lower the voting age would allow for a link to engaging with education/rights training 
in schools. The last Child Poverty agenda included targets for 2020 and a distinct delivery plan under 
the strategy. There doesn’t appear to be an appetite for this at the moment and there are concerns 
around where we’re going and the language around child poverty.  

Firstly, 16 and 17 year olds are very supportive of lowering the voting age. Most 16 to 17 year olds 
remain in full-time education or training – providing an opportunity to explore issues in these 
settings and would give young people a good knowledge base for future elections and why they’re 
voting. Evidence shows that early voters are more likely to continue voting over their lives. There’s 
an opportunity to learn more about how to change things and citizenship etc. There’s a strong drive 
from young people to implement this, particularly following the disappointment around the EU 
Referendum vote.  

Secondly, there is currently uncertainty around the Communities First programme and we don’t 
want to lose the strongest projects and work that have come from the programme. Work around 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) is welcome and there is strong Welsh work in this area from 
Public Health Wales. ACEs will effect children throughout their lives, although there are concerns 
around the concentration on ACEs and its focus on individual behaviours which are often connected 
to poverty. We don’t want to lose the desire to reduce inequality and poverty through the focus on 
ACEs. It’s important to ensure Welsh Government’s doesn’t stop recognising the importance of 
tackling poverty.  

Marco Gil-Cervantes added: Young people find it important to share support and issues with each 
other. Currently, Wales doesn’t have a coherent information service for children and young people, 
without this how can they be expected to find their way? The lack of local authority information 
services isn’t on the agenda! 

Response : I don’t disagree. The best mental health and healthy relationships services are peer led. 
Academic research has evidenced that peer led education is the most effective in changing behaviours, 
for example stopping smoking.    

 

 


